
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, November 12, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 1-13 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: 
“The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet 
the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  The foolish ones, when 
taking their lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought flasks of oil for their lamps.  
Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  At 
midnight, there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom!  Come out to meet him!’  then all those 
virgins got up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’  But the wise ones replied, ‘No, for there may not be 
enough for us and you.  Go instead to the merchants and buy some yourselves.’  While they 
went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those who were ready went into the wedding 
feast with him.  Then the door was locked.  Afterwards the other virgins came and said, 
‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us!’  But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’  
Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
   
Questions to Ponder: 

1. Jesus is teaching when he tells a story (parable).  When you were little what was 
your favorite story that was read to you that taught you a lesson.  (Think about any of 
the Aesop stories or any other story with a lesson you heard as a child.)  

2. What “lesson” do you get from the story of the 10 waiting virgins?  Are you a person 
who plans ahead or someone who does things at the last moment? How does this 
relate to your spiritual life as you wait for “Jesus, the bridegroom” to come? 

3. What is the “oil” that keeps your “lamp” lit?  How can you replenish it? 
 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


